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mace and the sword. Acclamations after acclamations
greeted him at every actand trumpets blew again when
he had finished. Scarcely had their sound ceased when an
uproar rose at the entrance, and a warrior, tall and strong,
striking his arms, making a sound, deep and sonorous
with a slap) bearing the bow and arrow, entered the
lists. Drona and his pupils and every man and woman
in the amphitheatre looked towards the entrance, and
Kama bowing to Drona and Kripa almost slightingly
said to Arjuna, " Whatever feat thou hast performed I
will. Think not high of thyself/' The spectators sprung
to their feet in amazement and curiosity, and while Duryo-
dhana's face brightened with delight, Arjuna felt a little
abashed and enraged. Drona5 however, permitted Kama
to proceed, and he exhibited his skill at the bow, perform-
ing one by one all the feats shown by Arjuna. " Wel-
come thee, Oh warrior/' said Duryodhana embracing
him, "Be my friend and enjoy the kingdom of the
Kurus." "I value nothing more than thy friendship,"
said Kama, " I earnestly long for a duel with Arjuna."
"Well spoken," said Duryodhana, "thou art indeed
well-fitted to place thy foot on the neck of my enemies."
Arjuna naturally thought he had been insulted, and
cried " Oh Kama, I will instantly send thee to that fate
which awaits those who come in uncalled and speak
unasked." "But/' retorted Kama, "the arena is a
public place and prowess is the passport for every act.
I can punish thee even in the presence of thy
Acharya." Drona now permitted Arjuna to fight a
duel with Kama, and Arjuna embracing his brothers
and bowing to his preceptor stood ready for the